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Hver since Sputnik, magazines 
_ from Woman’s Day to The At- 
- lantic Monthly have been writ- 
_ ing about Education. Congre- 
gations, too, must make heroic 
efforts to offer more than... 


y education is in the limelight. Of course, it 
rays received a measure of support in the halls 
ress, but now some are really disturbed about 
of the nation as far as education is concerned. 
elped Russia make such tremendous strides the 
cade? Education of course. And so we must 
slves to the same cause in order to achieve 


~ 


2s one redeeming feature about all this, and 
the fact that more and more are waking up to 
th that in modern society education is basic. 
the Church we aren’t quite sure of the validity of 
n assertion. Look at Billy Graham. Even those 
t like him because he “is cutting in on our 
ust admit that he is a force of the first dimen- 
urch life. But a study of history reminds 
ch spasmodic efforts lack permanent results. 
aman as Horace Bushnell faced that problem 
day and decided that without Christian nurture 
m is truncated. 
also sense that education without evangelism 
_ Jonathan Edwards discovered that the hard 
had been moving along reasonably well in 
sh at Northampton delivering sermons with a 
d reasoned bearing until the Great Awakening 
rmoil into his rt one Whitefield 


to 31 0,000 ae any Re lifters), and Edwards 
ed that evangelism has an appeal to emotions 
is legitimate. He had to admit that human 


a the last resort is determined by affections, 


ered ee vata the Great aver ind had 
was a pe ible breakdown in mor be- 


2 like a balloon, easily punctured. 
eep the two in proper balance? That is one 
y problems in Christian eduestion today, 
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Sunday 
School 
Syrup 


By William D. Streng 


Every Member Is Responsible 


I purposely ask, “Is your congregation doing this?” = 


This is not the task of a few teachers, or a Committee 
on Parish Education, this is not even a task of the 


Church. It is simply the nature of the Church. Any re- 
ligious group that is not concerned about Christian edu- 
cation ought to ask itself whether it is a church or a 
lodge. The Church exists first and foremost for God, 


and all within it are charged with communicating the _ 
Gospel. No member of the congregation can shake this 


responsibility. In fact, until members take this serious- 
ly, our Sunday school teachers can talk until they are 


blue in the face and not be effective, for the context out 
of which the child comes, the discussion and conversa- _ 


tion in the home, the atmosphere of congregational life 


and worship, will determine to a great degree whether — 
the Sunday school will be effective in its efforts. : 

These are basic issues, acute in our day. Because of _ 
our emphasis on organization, and because we need ~ 


administration of a superior type, we have given the 


impression that the teaching ministry should be uss ra 
to a few. ¥ fl 
All of Life | 4 

In one area the Church today has re-discovered ass 


assertion. We oes aie to be oe for this emphasis 3 


and support it wholeheartedly. If God claims the whole 
of man’s life, then our teaching must deal with it all. 
God permits no lines to be drawn between the sacred 4 


experience, that is, does not call us away from the ~ 
sordid and filthy areas so that we can withdraw for 
permanent meditation, but it reminds us that to love 
God means to love the man in the gutter also. As- 
suming that many teachers and parents have as much 
difficulty with this principle as I do, it is certain that 
we have made only a beginning in this area. 


(Continued on page 13) 
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News and 


Castro Valley, Calif. Faith Luther- 
an Church. Timothy A. Jensen re- 
ceived the Pro Deo Et Patria Award 
on Sept. 21. His special project was 
an essay dealing with writings of 
Martin Luther. 

The Citation is being presented by 
his father, Pastor Anker M. Jensen, 
and the medal is being pinned on his 
uniform by his mother. 


The Rev. S. S. Kaldahl’s address is 
now Salem Lutheran Homes, Elk Horn, 
Iowa. 


The Rev. A. N. Morck of Tilley, Al- 
berta, now has a telephone. His num- 
ber is Emerson 2-3886, Brooks Ex- 
change. 


The National Council of Churches 
is erecting a $20,000,000 Interchurch 
Center on Riverside Drive between 
119th and 120th streets. The building 
will also house the U. S. office of the 
World Council of Churches. The corn- 
erstone laying ceremonies were held 
Oct. 12. 


The Illinois W.M.S. Convention was 
held at Indianapolis, Ind., Sept. 19th. 
The project goal for the year was to 
be divided into four parts, The Bible 
Camp, the Dana College Foundation, 
Foreign Missions, Home Missions. 


Officers were elected as follows: 
Mrs. Oliver Rasmussen, president; Mrs. 
Phillip Rider, vice-president; Mrs. Ray 
Groh, secretary; Mrs. Henry Hansen, 
Statistical secretary; Mrs. Kathryn 
Loesch, treasurer. 


At the banquet in the evening, Dr. 
Walter M. Wick, president of the In- 
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diana Synod, ULCA, was the main 
speaker. 

The Wisconsin District W.M.S. met 
for its annual meeting Sept. 13, at 
Camp Douglas, Wis. Miss Olga Nelson, 
the president, presided. Other officers 
elected are: Mrs. H. J. Thomsen, vice- 
president; Mrs. Peter Thomsen, trea- 
surer; Mrs. Robert Mack, secretary. 
It was voted to continue to pay Miss 
Helen Danielson’s salary and raise 
$1,200.00 for Shadow Lake Bible Camp. 


A memorial service for the late Dr. 
Ethan Mengers will be held on the 
morning of October 22, at 10 o’clock 
in Loehe Chapel, Wartburg Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa. Pas- 
tors and lay people of the church are 
cordially invited. 


Pastor Theo. M. Hansen preached 
his Farewell Sermon at Ebenezer Lu- 
theran Church, McCabe, Montana, Sun- 
day, September 28, 1958, using as his 
text 1 Corinthians 1:4-8, Looking back 
—with thanks, Looking ahead—with 
prayer. This feeling was not only for 
the two years in this congregation, but 
also toward his entire 43 years in the 
ministry. “I thank my God for you 
always.” Thus he was privileged to 
associate with the finest people in the 
world, those who know God through 
their Lord Jesus Christ. This has been 
the norm by which we live. He con- 
cluded his sermon with the words, 
“God will complete the good work in 
you.” 

In the evening a Farewell party was 
held for Pastor and Mrs. Hansen in 
the church parlors. Gerald Olsen was 
master of ceremonies, and Immanuel 
Larsen led in devotions. Each depart- 
ment in the church participated. The 
Sunday School sang and Kathleen 
Hofman recited a verse. Mrs. Charles 
Bentsen represented the Ebenezer 
Ladies Aid, reading “Life’s Autumn” 
from “This Day,” and presented Mrs. 
Hansen with a Life Membership in 
the WMS. On behalf of the congrega- 
tion Eugene Larsen expressed their 
regrets in Pastor and Mrs. Hansen’s 
leaving and presented them with a 
token of appreciation. Thomas D. Nel- 
sen thanked them for their work in 
the Men’s Club with a reading from 
Scripture. Mrs. Nelsen read a poem 
and presented Mrs. Hansen with an 
agate brooch from the Martha Circle. 


ligious News Service, 


Much of our news is received from Re- 


and th 
Bureau of the National Lutheran se ee 


$3.00 per year in advance; forei 
reviewed should be sent to the editor ape pe 


October 13, 


The Luther League Girls Chor 
“God Be With You ’Till We M 
gain,” and Judith Hofman press 
them with a gift from the Le! 
Pastor Hansen voiced their appp 
tion. The program closed with 
Lord’s Prayer. Refreshments ~ 
served and a social hour followes 
Pastor Theo. M. Hansen thus € 
his 43 years in active ministry) 
was born, Theodore Marcus, 
1886, on a farm near Osakis, My 
sota, the sixth of 13 children, td 
whom grew to adulthood. His f 
was among the pioneers who s6 
north of Kenmare, N. D. In tha 
of 1905, he began preparation e 
Christian Ministry at Dana Cog 
He later graduated from St. Olaf: 
lege, Northfield, Minnesota, and | 
Chicago Lutheran Seminary in 
After his ordination the same 
he was married to Serena Chri 
of Ruskin, Nebraska, and the 
blessed with four children. T 
Marcus, physician-surgeon, lives € 
bert Lea, Minnesota. Rodney Ve! 
is pastor of St. Paul’s Lutl 
Church, ULCA, Red Wing, Mi n 
Harvey Curtis is a high school sc 
professor at Corvallis, Oregon 
Anna Margaret, public school - 


is married to U. S. Army Chaz 
Harold Ellsworth Nielsen, Fort Cz 
Colorado. Their first parish 
Royal, Iowa. In 1918, Rev. Hanser 
chaplain in the armed forces fo 
months at Fort Riley, Kansas. Fe 
next ten years, he was in the e 
tional department at Dana Colle 
Trinity Seminary. Returning to 7 
work, he served at New Denn 
Wisconsin, where his older chit 
graduated from high school. H 
15 years in Home Mission wor 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada, in Ow 
na, Minnesota, and in Winnipeg, | 
ada, before coming to Ebeneze 
1956. Since the spring of 1958, | 
Hansen has also been serving the 
son Lutheran Church, rural Sidi 
Rev. Hansen served as district 
dent of the Wisconsin District a 
the West Canada District. 
was president of the Synodical 
of Education (UELC) for six 
and secretary of the synod 
term. Since coming to McCabe 
been active in organizing the 
Circle and Men’s Club. He par 
ed in the work of the Luthera 
fare and encouraged and suppor 
(Continued on page 14 
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D: . Franklin Clark Fry and 
The A.L.C. 


known that thio Lutheran mergers are being 
at the present time. The first is that which 
to the formation of The American Lutheran 
1960. The plans for this church were initiated 
o. Three church bodies participate, the American 
hurch, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, and 
Evangelical eran Church. The Lutheran 


f Sthe Sets Evangelical lpthecad Church. 
‘ot. ‘tions for this merger got under way some four 


% eight church bodies constitute the National Lu- 
C neil, which is an agency of cooperative work. 
fo. Synod cooperates with the Council in a number 


2d Lutheran Church has its National Convention 
ad week in October at Dayton, Ohio. It is natural 

franklin Clark Fry, president of U.L.C. should 
od deal to say about the proposed merger of his 
the other three groups. When Dr. Fry speaks 
. He is not only president of the largest Lutheran 
America, but he is president of the Lutheran 
deration and chairman of the powerful central 
ee of the World Council of Churches. It may there- 
1 presumptuous for the editor of The Ansgar Lu- 
disagree with the views of Dr. Fry. However, 
e most emphatically disagree with him. 
ee with Dr. Fry when he takes a negative at- 
e proposed new church, The American Lutheran 
hich three of us hope to form in 1960. He looks 
church as something that does not help pave the 
total American Lutheran unity. Dr. Fry says: 
$ occurring now is not clearing the way.” 

ree with this. We think The ALC will help 
way. The Joint Union Committee has believed 
the ten years it has been in existence. The 


. way iiereer hed not gotten under way. We 
ve that the four-way merger, the Augustana, 
, and ELC would not be on the way, if we 
ed our merger. 


Church now would probably be “unwelcome and 
” to the ELC, ALC, and UELC. 
id look in their eyes like an attempt to interfere, 


yect we agree with Dr. Fry. It would indeed 
nge if the three bodies got such an invitation. 

trange that Dr. Fry will discuss it in his report. 
in no dilemma that we can see, except if he makes 


k that a merger of the eight National Lu- 
il churches would be unrealistic because such 
d not create total Lutheran unity. It would 
he two thirds of American Lutheranism. 
uld we one se at seems to us that when 


z ‘The plans of the Joint Union Committee have been clear 


ia ; and Comments 


all the time. Why should we always be compelled to ex- 
plain ourselves to the ULCA-Augustana group? We have 
rejoiced with them in their merger. We are happy to think 
that their new church is just around the corner. 

We do not like that Dr. Fry seems to think that The ALC 
is so wrong and that he is so right. 

Perhaps the men in The ALC group have also received 
a bit of wisdom from the Lord. We can hardly conceive — 
of the Lord giving it all to the Augustana-ULCA group. 

In thinking about this problem we reread a series of 
articles by prominent church leaders in the 1949- May issue 
of the Lutheran Quarterly. Dr. Fry is one of these leaders. 
Dr. John W. Behnken writes for the Mo. Synod. He says 
organic union must be built on doctrinal unity. We believe ; 
that the Mo. Synod should be a bit more positive and less 
negative in their contact with other fellow Lutherans on 
the point of doctrine. But if we are positive toward Mo. — 
Synod, Dr. Behnken’s point should be well received. We — 
know that there are some that think that all we need 
is to subscribe to the Lutheran confessions. But perhaps — 
this is old-fashioned. After all, the confessions were writ- 
ten some 400 years ago. Dr. Behnken suggests that the Lu- 
therans meet in Free Conferences. It seems to us that it 
may be well, if we sit down and study the Lutheran Con- 2 3 
fessions anew on the basis of our life and work in America. _ 

In conclusion let us say that we rejoice with epee 
and U.L.C.A. We rejoice that the two mergers will reduce 
the eight bodies to two. 

Let us all rejoice and get on with the Free Conferences. 
of all Lutherans in America. There no doubt lies the path-— 
way toward total Lutheran unity. 


LUTHERAN EDITORS, MGRS. SELECT NEW OFFICERS ~ 

New officers were elected by both branches of the Na- — 
tional Lutheran Editors’ and Managers’ Association at its 
45th annual convention at Minneapolis Sept. 24-25. ; 

For the first time, a member of the Lutheran Church—_ 
Missouri Synod was named president of the editors’ sec- 
tion. Unanimous choice for the post was Dr. Lorenz F. 
Blankenbuehler of St. Louis, editor of the Lutheran Witness, 
the official organ of the Missouri Synod. 

Chosen to head the managers’ section was E. M. Laitala 
of Hancock, Mich., manager of the Finnish Lutheran Book 
Concern of the Suomi Synod. Next year’s convention of % 
the association will be held in Hancock, Sept. 23-24, with — 
the 1960 session scheduled in St. Louis. eB 

The editors also elected Dr. Albert P. Stauderman of 3 an 
Philadelphia, Pa., associate editor of The Lutheran, as vice wa 
president, and William H. Gentz of Minneapolis, associate § * 
editor of the Lutheran Herald, as secretary. ae 

Other officers named by the managers were Otto A. Dorn ae 
of St. Louis, manager of the Concordia Publishing House, 
vice president; William Pepper of Philadelphia, sales man- 
ager of the United Lutheran Publishing House, secretary; — 
and Birger Swenson of Rock Island, Il., manager of the 
Augustana Book Concern, treasurer, a post he has held — 
since 1931. a 

Dr. Edward W. Schramm of Columbus, O., editor of the 


‘Lutheran Standard, retired as president of the editors’ sec-— ES, 


tion, and Albert E. Anderson of Minneapolis, sales manager 
of the Augsburg Publishing House, of the managers’ sec- ee 
tion. + ae 
Dr. Blankenbuehler, 72, will retire as editor of the bi- 
weekly Lutheran Witness at next year’s triennial conven- 
tion of the Missouri Synod in San Francisco. He has held 
the post since 1952. With 470,000 subscribers, the Witness a 
has the largest circulation of any Lutheran periodical in 
America. : 
More than 50 persons attended the convention here, in- 
cluding representatives of eight publishing houses, 16 pub- 
lications and three public relations offices. 3 
Present for the first time as an observer was Herbert 
Schaefer of Milwaukee, Wis., manager of the Northwestern : 
Publishing House of the Wisconsin Synod. ae 


ae 
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‘RELIGIOUS RACKETEER’ 
SENTENCED 


The Post Office Department has 
announced that it has put an end to 
a widespread “religious racket” in the 
U. S. mails by successful prosecution 
of “Prophet John, the Conqueror,” 
whose real identity was Jack Pittman 
of Philadelphia, Pa. 


+ The department said that Pittman 
“had been sentenced to two and one- 
half years in jail and fined $1,500 
for operation of “a fraudulent mail 
ener which, it is conservatively 
estimated, brought him $100,000 from 


ee) 


sale of his ‘special blessings’. 


__ LWF’S WORLD SERVICE 
_ REPORTS ON AID TO NEEDY 


A total of 116,000,000 pounds of food 
and 5,000,000 pounds of clothing were 
tributed in needy areas last year 
é der the auspices of the Lutheran 
World Federation’s Department of 
- World Service, it was reported at 
_ Copenhagen. 


The Rev. Bengt R. Hoffman of 
Geneva, Switzerland, director of the 
-LWF Commission on World Service, 
oe also told a commission meeting that 
_ during the 16 months ended last April 
30 the department financially aided 
7,350 emigrants and helped 8,600 
_ Hungarian refugees resettle in other 
countries. ; 

He said relief goods were distrib- 
uted last year in West Germany and 
Berlin, Austria, Yugoslavia, Poland, 
_ Syria, Jordan, India and Hong Kong. 
In addition, supplies were sent to 
- Korea and Taiwan by Lutheran World 
_ Relief, an agency of American Lu- 
rs theran Churches. 

Mr. Hoffman also reported that 530 
_ persons are now working in 17 coun- 
_ tries under the auspices and guidance 
_ of the department. 
«4 The commission approved for 1959 
a list of projects totaling $1,500,000 
in 23 countries around the world. 


_ FORM LAYMEN’S GROUP TO 

_ PROTECT CLERGYMEN, CHURCHES 
a. Formation of a group of volunteer 
laymen dedicated to guarding “with 
their lives” ministers, priests, and 
_ rabbis in danger because of their re- 
_ ligious beliefs was announced at Den- 
_ ver, Colo. 

_ Walter L. Williams of Denver, found- 
er of the Volunteer Church Guards 
‘ of America, said the group also will 
4 ‘protect church property anywhere in 
_ the United States “threatened by 
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4 , Church News from here and there 


dynamiters of the Ku Klux Klan ele- 
ment.” 

He said that in co-operation with 
federal, state and local law enforce- 
ment agencies, members of the VCG 
“will endeavor to solve church bomb-. 
ings and crimes committeed upon the 
persons of ministers, priests and rab- 
bis or members of their families, re- 
gardless of race or creed.” 

Members of the group, he added, 
include insurance investigators, active 
or retired police, plant guards and 
others. 


PASTOR WHO PREACHED 50,000 
SERMONS GIVES CLERGYMEN 
ADVICE 

A pastor who has preached in the 
neighborhood of 50,000 sermons during 
his 56 years in the ministry told the 
Fifth World Conference of Pente- 
costal Churches at Toronto that no 
sermon should be shorter than 35 
minutes, nor longer than 45. 

Dr. Lewi Pethrus, 74-year-old pas- 
tor of the Philadelphia Pentecostal 
church, Stockholm, Sweden, addressed 
some 9,000 delegates from 40 coun- 
tries, including two delegations from 
Poland and Yugoslavia, each consist- 
ing of three clergymen. 


The Wrestler 


A WISH, A WHOOSH 


_My youngest son asked me to read 
him a story the other evening before 
I left him under the covers. He pro- 
duced a small book about “one” called 
genii. It turned out that four “fellow- 
travelers” in the forest came upon a 
small lamp lying on the ground. 
While discussing their whims and 
wishes it developed that this lamp 
smoked and the smoke from it turned 
into a laughing genii. With confident 
roaring conversation this huge genii 
promised each one that he would re- 
ceive one thing for which he might 
wish. One wished for chocolate ice 
cream and received a mountain of it 
with him on top of the pile. Another 
wished for peppermint candy canes 
and received such a forest of them 
that he could not find his way out. A 
third wished for marbles. Marbles 
rained down upon him until he also 
regretted his wish. The fourth of the 
make-believe “imps” seeing the pre- 
dicament of his friends wished to have 
them all back. Immediately the choc- 
olate returned to the earth; the candy 
canes vanished and the marbles were 
no more. His friends expressed regret 


-that the fourth imp had not been per- 


mitted to make his wish. He replied 
that he did make a wish and that it 


a ee 


preach the Christian mess 
clutter it up with a lot of 
lems,” Dr. Pethrus said. “ 
save that stuff for their ‘. 


ever since he could rembembez 
He disclosed that his co 


we have outposts for them,” he < 
“We have 58 Sunday schools 
parts of the city.” il | 


SOVIET JOURNAL ADMITS — 
RELIGIOUS REVIVAL 
Problems of Philosophy, 1 
Russian philosophical maga 
Moscow, admitted in an a 
there is a “partial revival | 
in the Soviet Union” and call 
“more subtle and vigorous | 
propaganda.” 
In a three-page attack on 
the publication contended tha 
vival was due to the “influence 
capitalist world” and must be 
with anti-religious lectures, film 
other media. - 
The magazine also denounces 
“pacifist movement” and str 
“religious ideology” did not 
serve peace. ; “i 
(Continued on page 5 
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was granted. He wished for 
<4 be back and that was 
all. 
The wish is sometime 
that the church did no’ 
or work. Others like t 
expressed. “I wish there w 
mine in the backyard of t 
Then we wouldn’t have to 
the church going. I wi 
no need for workers in 


‘ _be mo 
being able to show 


gratitude. — , 
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ANOTHER THREAT OF WAR 
ely has our fear of war in the 
ast lessened and a new fear 
ur hearts, that of war in the 
f To the’ most of us_ the 
‘are not entirely clear. Red 
it seems, wants to take control 
nosa. She regards Formosa as 
of dagger pointed at her throat. 
uld easily take Formosa if it 
10t for us. At this time she is 
threatening gestures. She has 
ttacking two small off-shore 
that serve Formosa. We do 
2 this. We feel it is prepara- 
) an attack on Formosa itself. 
sper feeling is that, if we weak- 
‘e, Red China, backed by Rus- 
ill become still more aggres- 
that Communism will put an 
all free government in the 
ft and threaten the stability of 
le world. 

comes the perplexing question 
do? Is war the only an- 
d what if Russia enters the 
d joins in the struggle? Do 
ourselves ready for that? 
these questions are hard to 
‘some suggestions can be for- 
thought about, prayed over, 
and, if approved, translated 


1e hope that, if they are not 
ed, better ones will be offered 


ntinued from page 4) 
that “mankind will reach 


he imperialists and not 
1 religious outlook saturated 
ifism.” 

OF LUTHERAN CHURCH 


RNS) — The newly-formed 
f Lutheran Church Men of 
slected Dr. H. F. Kilander of 
e, N. J., as president at its 
zational meeting here. 

the American Federation 
n Brotherhoods organized 


cil includes laymen of the 
3 Lutheran Church, Evan- 
pBct oe genurch, Finnish 


suffer. 


Let us exhaust every known 
means at our disposal to avoid armed 
conflict. If war comes, let us make 
it a defensive one. 

(2) Let us take this problem to the 
United Nations and work for a solu- 
tion there. Let us invite Red China 
to speak her piece to the nations of 
the world. Let us speak our piece. 
Let us not grow weary in negotiating. 

(3) Let us try to demonstrate to the 
Chinese and to the world that we are 
not “economic imperialists” and that 
world peace is an expression of our 
Christian faith and feeling. This lat- 
ter suggestion, of course, is the most 
difficult of all. Too often we Ameri- 
cans have not been the peaceful 
people we said we were. Too often 
the Chinese have found that out. To 
correct ourselves as individuals and as 
a nation—then to convince the Chinese 


and the Russians and all the rest of. 


our sincerity and good will—this is 
the real problem, a mighty hard one. 
But you and I, little people that we 
are, can start working on that prob- 
lem now. * Then, though the worst 
happens and the world explodes, we 
can still comfort ourselves with the 
realization that we did what we could 
to avert it. 


THE ROUGH ROAD OF 
INTEGRATION 
Integration continues to travel a 
rocky road. We have had five years 
of it in our beautiful city of Wash- 
ington and the record is not something 
to shout about. While the whites of 


Evangelical Lutheran Church (Suomi 
Synod), United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and United Lutheran Church 
in America. 

Other new officers of the council, 
which will act as a service agency, 
are: E. A. Anderson of Washington, 
Ill., vice-president; Carl W. Johnson 
of Ishpeming, Mich., secretary; and 
Arthur J. Helland of Minneapolis, 
Minn., treasurer. 


NEW YORK HOSPITAL BOARD © 
APPROVES CONTRACEPTION 
Protestants and Roman _ Catholics 
were on opposite sides in their reac- 
tion to the resolution of the New York 
City Board of Hospitals, reversing an 
unwritten rule against birth control 
therapy in municipal hospitals. 


5 


the city are not defying the Supreme 
Court’s ruling, it is obvious they do 
not mean to accept it. As District 
schools start becoming bi-racial, white 
children are withdrawn as their par- 
ents move with them to suburban 
areas where white schools operate. 
Today about 75% of the children in 
the city’s public schools are colored, 
about 25% white. There is good rea- 
son to expect that within the next 
five years the city’s schools will be 
almost entirely colored while the 


suburban ones remain predominating= __ 


ly white. 

In near-by Virginia Governor Al- 
mond has ordered the closing of one 
school which the court has ordered 
integrated and he has promised to 
close others. Governor Faubus of 
Arkansas is following the same pro- 
cedure. All this is being done in the 
face of a recent pronouncement by 
the Supreme Court 
schools of Little Rock to integrate and 
despite a plea by President Eisen- 
hower that the citizens in these 
trouble-communities honor the law 
and maintain peace and good order. 

This entire situation presents a sad 


picture and the end is not yet. The ae 
writer of this column, who has lived — 


close to this problem, can offer no 


other solution than one previously 4 


given. Force is not the answer. Time, 
patience and good will are needed. 
Our officials, our well meaning citi- 


zens, our church people all need to B 


lend a hand and do something more 
than tell others what to do. By their 


own example, by their own willing- S 3 


ness to live in a colored area, by send- 


ing their own children to a bi-racial J 


or predominatingly colored school, let 
them prove the sincerity of their own _ 
statements. Until something like this — 
is done on a widespread scale we may _ 
confidently expect that integration 
will continue to travel a rocky. road. Fe 


The Protestant Council of the City — 
of New York praised the action of the — 
hospital board. Dr. Dan M. Potter, 
the council’s executive secretary, said, 
“The Protestant community’s confi- 
dence in the Board of Hospitals has — 
been confirmed by the board’s deci- 
sion.” 

The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York, in a joint statement with 
the Diocese of Brooklyn, declared that 
the decision of the hospital board, “in- 
troduces an immoral practice in our 
hospitals that perverts the nature and 
the dignity of man.” 

The recent controvery in New York ~ 
came about when Dr. Morris A. 
Jacobs, commissioner of hospitals, pre- 
vented Dr. Louis M. Hellman, chief of 

(Continued on page 16) 
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THE SUDAN MISSION 
By Mrs. Ninna Engskow 


Our mission interest in Sudan, located in the central 
part of Africa, goes back to 1913, when three missionaries, 
Dr. and Mrs. Brgnnum and Miss Dagmar Rose were sent 
= ut by the “Sudan Society” of Denmark. They had no 
eld assigned to them, nor did they know where they would 
e able to work. After several months at their first sta- 
on, about 400 miles inland, Mrs. Brgnnum died and Miss 
ose returned home with Dr. Brgnnum’s infant son. 
Left alone, Dr. Brgnnum continued his work in Sudan. 
- From this uncertain, lonely, and meagre beginning, this 
- mission has grown. By 1920 there were 15 baptized African 
_ Christians in this area. Boarding schools and day schools 
e established for boys and girls. Government subsidy 
building was obtained. Children are taught all sub- 
cts up to about grade seven. Boys have gardens, learn 
andwork and crafts, help in the carpenter shop; others 
¢ rm or learn to cook. Many boys go on to higher schools. 
ls learn housekeeping, knitting, farm work, some first 
and child care. 
By 1930 natives began to do evangelism work, and 250 
tions have been opened with their help. In 1948 five 
ve pastors were ordained and six in 1955. In 1956 the 
native foreign missionary was commissioned. Now the 
asis is to establish a strong indigenous African church, 
able native leadership, to compete with Mohammedan- 
d men for leading positions. 
Sudan mission became part of U.E.L.C.’s interest in 
: officially. Without Denmark, our work would have 
n impossible, however; for as early as 1911 the Danish 
an Mission Society was organized and it was through 
4 a BeEOUD that work was begun on this field. Of the near- 
01 


d Mrs. Donald Wahlgren, Tlean Rohe, and Mr. and 
a . Mark Thomsen. 


CONQUESTS ON THE MAGDALENA 


(Sequel to “Beachhead on the Magdalena, 
See T.A.L. September 29) 


By Arnfeld C. Morck 


AG blood-red, setting sun was peering with difficulty 
ough the tropical haze as we drove into La Dorada. 


by horse cart, from their rented quarters to their new home 
on the property recently purchased and remodelled for 
_ parsonage and chapel. The Mission station wagon moved 
: the family with the remaining pieces of hand baggage. 
_ Then, by the light of a candle (the electricity would have 
be off that night!) we assembled and installed the kero- 
ne stove we had brought from Bogota for the parsonage 


7 to bed. Sleepy children got a late Supper and toddled off 


x : ieee PV reace hy eee 
~ Our Foreign Mission Fields Viborg, South 


Tomorow special meetings were +: begin. The 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Bogota, its pastor : 
friends would be coming on a chartered bus. 


Dedication festivities got under way Friday eve 
citizens of La Dorada crowded into the patio to 
Martin Luther film. Saturday night they fille 
room, once a dance hall, then a hostel for deck he 
other workers, now suddenly transformed into an 
tive chapel. They had come to hear the Bogota | 


This group of amateur singers, directed by Alir. 
a Bogota bank employee and one-time popular s 
local radio, with six-foot Jorge Corzo, medic: 
“folded” over a tiny folding organ, presented a 
gram of hymns, anthems and spiritual songs int 
with numbers by the quartet of Redeemer Luth 
Bogota and appropriate Bible readings by the p 


( ee a! ~ 

The climaxing service came Sunday morning w 
cation of property, installation of pastor, confir1 na’ 
tism and Holy Communion. 


A new congregation was being born. The p: 
already made up eleven members, and now 
confirmed and four children baptized. A Germ 
craftsman who has lived 40 years” in pe 


theran Church of ss “Holy Trinity. 4rd 
Pastor Pausanias Wilches of Bogota ke} 


pressed his hope that this new CongresaliGn on tk 
of the mighty Magdalena might be like that riv 

with silent power on to its destination. The writ 
his seat in the chancel, could observe the f 
ers. They expressed live interest right to 0 
service more than two hours long in Bg swelt te 

of this river port. ae 


Judging from inquiries after the services, 1 
to believe that the Phi of God had oat 


The ladies of the congregation served r 
out-of-town guests. The Sunday ‘dinne 
the birds donated by one of the conf 
had, in two months, built a new unit 
dining-living room and office, and had 
hostel into a parsonage, and a dance h 
made 24 pews, pulpit, altar and font. I n 
slightly flared Latin cross in mahogany, 
over the altar just enough to. give 
three crosses. There had not been ti 
the needed “face lifting” to make it =) 
worship to the passers-by. — 

Behind the wheel of a Jeep st: 
way through the mountains back to 
the experiences of these few days. A 
tian teaching and worship | had been 
was building a church of “living 
begun the good work would enna i 
day of Jesus Christ’ ee . 


The late Rev. Jens Dalbo wrote 
to a trusted friend while he was 
in his first pastorate, complain- 
ing about a certain man whose 
name was Mathias who was a 
pastor tormentor, Prestepiner. 
He closed his letter by saying 


“Mathias,” a pastor tormentor. I do not believe 
one has been called by God to be a pastor tor- 


heard the story about a seminary student who 
his home pastor’s sermons. His mother, who 
ut Christian, took her son to task for the criticism 
that he was the only one they had to proclaim 
e Word of God, and as long as God wanted him 
pastor, it was their duty to support him. Good 
_advice! 


ot implying that a pastor is above criticism. No 
infallible. He is made of the same frail clay that 
people are made of. We should always be moti- 
love when we criticize. We talk much about con- 
criticism, but too often what we call constructive 
is destructive criticism because it is not done in 


also such a thing as being too sensitive to criti- 
ice read the statement that when you are criti- 


‘sit down and analyse calmly the criticism. If there 
sonable grounds for the criticism, take it to heart 


next. 


a ational. survey made 
olis firm has found. 

of parishioners to 
ctivities and shortage 


him by his faithfulness in presenting Jesus Christ in his 


of good church leaders and staff rank 


Ministers also are troubled by their 
church’s finances and by their own 
inadequate salaries as well as by 
their members’ lack of interest in the 

- Bible and in the Church. 

Questionnaires were sent to 4,000 


Ree eae eee ee a ee 


and mend your ways. If there is no reasonable ground 
for the criticism, ignore it. Good common sense! 


A pastor is a lonesome man in his community, because, 
due to his charge to be pastor for all the people in his 


church, he should not have select, intimate friends that he 
associates with. 3 aaa 


A pastor will at times become tired and despondent. As 
Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Moses when he be- 
came tired, so should the members of his church hold up 
the hands of their pastor by prayer and confidence. I make 
a special plea for young pastors who are treading on 
unknown ground and feeling their way. We have a group 
of promising young pastors, well educated and cOnsecrater: : 
to the task of the ministry of the Word. ee: 


Be longsuffering and bear over with your pastor. It is 
very unjust to judge him by the mistakes he makes. Judge 


teaching and preaching. Faithfulness in teaching and 
preaching the Word of God is what counts with God. In 
too many instances church members are worshipping at 
the altar of popularity instead of worshipping at the altar 
of God. The Church has never made forward strides when 
its members worship at the altar of popularity. There wi 
always be progress when church members “continue stea 
fastly in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the break- 
ing of bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42. 


The Scripture abounds with testimony that God comes 
to the support of His servants when they call upon Him. 
The following passages are special promises for teache 
and preachers of the Word. “But we beseech you, brethre 
to know them that labor among you, and are over you i 
the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them exce 
ingly highly in love for their work’s sake.” I Thess. 5:12 
“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
them: for they watch in behalf of your souls, as the 
that shall give account; that they may do this with joy, an 
not with grief: for this were ORs for you.” Hebr 
dSchis 


Protestant clergymen representing 
scientific cross section of the estimate 
200,000 ministers in the country. O 
these 1,405 or 35 per cent responde 

The average minister, on the basis 
of survey results, is about 40 yea 
old, married and has 1.88 children. 

More than half (52 per cent) of the me 
ministers responding to the survey 
reported salaries (excluding parson- — \ 
ages) of between $3,000 and $5,000 a 
year. Another 28 per cent are paid | , 
from $5,000 to $7,000; 7 per cent are 
paid between $7,000 and $10,000 and 
10 per cent receive less than $3,000. a 
Only four-tenths of 1 per cent receive 
more than $10,000. a 


Nearly half of the ministers (48 
per cent) regard their salaries as ade- 
- quate or better for living expenses. 
~ Some 44 per cent thought they were 
- inadequate or worse. The others were 
neutral or gave no answer. 

The survey found that ministers 
tend to respond much more in the 
“adequate” direction, salary-wise, 
when they have churches with budgets 
of at least $19,000 and memberships 
above the 250-500 category. 


& More than two-thirds of the min- 
_isters covered in the survey serve 
churches with fewer than 500 mem- 
_ bers. 


Because of their low salaries, 15 per 
cent of the ministers said they had 
to s upplement their income with work 
outside the church. 


_ Eighty-three per cent of the min- 

$ participate in some denomina- 

al pension plan while 82 per cent 

e covered by social security. Nearly 

f (44 per cent) regard their pension 
is as inadequate. 


More than two-thirds of the min- 
's worry about how they will pro- 
college educations for their chil- 
¢ . In fact, 43 per cent called this 
a “big problem.” 

be Asked whether their parishioners 
who show sufficient concern over the 


indicated they did while 36 per 
reported little or no concern. 


33 per cent reported unwillingness or 
strong resistance. A tendency of min- 
isters to fall down on their long-term 
sponsibilities was reported. 


> church expects too much admin- 
tive work from them. Ministers 
larger church budgets and church 
berships complained more than 
others about the burden of administra- 
tive work. 


a At the same time, 22 per cent of 
the ministers said the church expects 
90 little from them in the way of 
counseling. 
7 
_ Demands on time made up 50 per 
cent of the responses. Other chief 
problems listed were getting parish- 
ioners to serve, 32 per cent; shortage 
f good leaders and poor interest in 
the Bible and the Church, both 17 per 
c t; shortage of good staff and church 
eaders, both 16 per cent; the churches’ 
financial problems and_ insufficient 
n inishters’ salaries, both 14 per cent. 


ager to work in the church while > 


PS os) Wee Le ae ee, eo ee 


-is happening to him? I sincerely believe we can generalize h 


=: 
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Ulcerless Pressure 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Sir: 


It is popular nowadays to make sweeping generalizations. Be 
above sentence is itself a generalization. So let’s continue along # 
line for a bit. Fs 


One of the most popular generalizations is that pressure, whe 
it be exerted on us in work, in society, in family life, or even in chu 
causes ulcers (ulcers being here used as the symbol for all disor 
resulting from maladjustments to life). 


Another popular generalization is that by taking it easy, or av: 
ing exposure to much pressure, or by taking plenty of time off, ul 
can be avoided. ; 7 


Now, you might ask: “Who is Scrip Sundry to comment 
problem to which experts have yet to find a solution—to say not 
about a competent descriptive generalization of the problem?” | 
Sir, I feel that since the field is still so wide open my two-cents-wo 
is worth as much as anyone else’s. : 5 


I claim that there is no single and general solution to the prob 
lem. What fatigues and tenses one man relaxes another. As for 
self, I am never so tense and fatigued as when I consider unfin 
work. Actually doing the work relaxes—untenses me. Moreove: 
idea of a restful, relaxing vacation is one filled with all mann 
exercise—preferably through sport, any kind of sport. But for 
to claim that this sort of vacation is right for all others would b 
ridiculous generalization. 3 

But let us consider the problem in its essence. 


Is pressure the problem? or is it the individual’s attitude to 1 


aa : ner 
say that it is usually the attitude, not the pressure that is to b. 


I have known people who have the right attitude. I mean 


who do not break nor develop various symptoms while 7 


 Lthink that Jesus Christ himself, and such people as those men- 
tioned above can provide us with the solution to pressure if we ob-- 
serve them closely. re 


Let’s take the people as examples first, and then let us lod K a | 
Jesus last, so as to remember Him best. ann 

t-@ 

What do we invariably observe in people who don’ ickle under 

pressure? Three factors: aa se pe me 


3. They are at peace with their life’s purpose because th yk 
exactly where they want to go, how to get th Ae ms 
do when they get there. . St any ee wee 


Perhaps I am an apostle of the perfectly obvious when I s 


Jesus is our only perfect example here. Jesus did the driving. 
cannot do our own driving until we let Jesus show us oes - E 


Yours, 
Scrip Sundry 


Atlantic District Convention 
By Fred V. Jensen 


rhe Mission of the Church” was the theme for the 
ae convention-of the Atlantic District which was 
Sugust 28-31 at St. Ansgar Lutheran Church in Toron- 
ttario. The theme was carried out in two parts. The 
of the Church to Others, and the Mission of the 
to Itself. Business was confined to two one-hour 
on Friday and Saturday mornings thus permitting 
te time for the presentation of the theme in its 
sub-topics by the pastors of the district. 
des the presence of all of the District pastors, to- 
with delegates from each congregation in the dis- 
he convention had the pleasure of having as guest 
illiam Larsen, President of the U.E.L.C. Dr. Larsen 
ted the topic ‘“‘The State of the Church and the Forth- 
/ Merger” on Friday afternoon. Interest in this topic 
een and resulted in a lively discussion during the 
a and answer period following the presentation. 
host congregation under the leadership of Pastor 
ce Paulsen, newly arrived in the district, had made 
ovisions for the comfort and welfare of the visitors. 
ent meals were served in the church parlors by the 
of St. Ansgar. The homes of the members provided 
for the convention delegates. As each delegate ar- 
it St. Ansgar he was presented with a little packet 
ning information and maps of the great Ontario me- 
is. Rated as Canada’s fastest growing city it can 
said to be one of Canada’s beautiful cities as its 
's face the beautiful Lake Ontario. 
present at the convention were Pastor and Mrs. 
athiasen and their little son. Pastor Mathiasen, who 
of the Toronto congregation, was recently ordained 
- synodical convention having received call to the 
ission field in Brazil. Pastor Mathiasen spoke at 
M.S. service on Friday evening, presenting the new 
i field to the delegates and the reasons for going 
on this new venture. He was commissioned on Sun- 
noon by Dr. William Larsen as Missionary to Bra- 
tor Paulsen preached the commissioning sermon at 
fasion. Mrs. Mathiasen, who will accompany her 
to Brazil, was a former confirmand of Pastor Paul- 
Don he served the congregation at Neola, Iowa. 
officers were elected to the Atlantic District Board 
onvention’s business sessions. Pastor Dolliver Thog- 
’ Falmouth, Maine was elected President of the Dis- 


a new charge at Immanuel Lutheran in Minneapolis, 
ta. Pastor Clarence Paulsen was elected Vice-Presi- 
the District succeeding Pastor Eric Christensen who 
o Omaha, Nebraska. Mr. Howard Petersen was re- 
| treasurer of the District. A budget of $1,675.00 was 
by the convention for the year 1958 and 59. Items 
icular interest on the budget included $500.00 for 
port of Pastor Peter Mathiasen and the Brazilian 
A $200.00 subsidy was allocated for the purpose of 
representatives of the Atlantic District Luther 
nd the East Canada Luther League participate 
rger activities with league representatives from 
r merging synods. This subsidy was to be divided 
between the two league districts. 

the closing service of the District Convention 
time Pastor Dolliver Thogerson preached, a sur- 
rty was held in the church parlors for Pastor and 
ilhelm Beck who are retiring from the active min- 
*ibutes were paid to Pastor and Mrs. Beck for many 
' faithful service. A gift was presented to them on 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Spiritual Emphasis Days 


Once every semester Dana students and faculty ob- 
serve Spiritual Emphasis Days on campus. This semes- 
ter, Rev. LeRoy Andersen of Pewaukee, Wisconsin, 


was the main speaker. In a series of messages, Rev. a 


Andersen developed the theme “God’s Word to a Trou- 


bled World.” Rev. Andersen spoke six times to Danians * 


during the first three days of the four-day observance. 
Miss Ilene Rohe, of the Sudan mission, spoke at the 


regular chapel service Wednesday and held an informal 


discussion on mission work in the afternoon. 


Messiah Rehearsals 


This year, the annual presentation of the Messiah 
will take on an added twist. For the first time in many _ 


years, Professor Paul Neve has invited Blair towns- 


people to participate in the annual event. Rehearsals Z 
will be held every Wednesday evening until the per- — 


formance which is scheduled for December 7. 


Homecoming Drawing Near 


With only two weeks left before Homecoming, Dana’s — 


campus is fairly buzzing with activity. The committee 


has worked hard to make Homecoming 1958 the best . 
ever, and indications are that they will succeed. Home- 


coming will only be a COMPLETE success if YOU are 
there. Make your plans now. See you October 24-25- 
26. 


FORWARD IN FAITH 


The Pur ose of the Luther League 
: rhe P Ne othe sont: Theses eee 
ay E n 1 introduction to the St. Andrew Luther League the new members to the Leaguers and will 


‘Whittier, California visitors around the church. 


z the purposes of the Luther League are many but 
under one main heading. I feel that the one main topic 
is. ‘to bring all of the young people of our church into 
closer fellowship with God and with their fellow YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD D> 
ague s. This goal is accomplished by meeting together, 
a devotional meetings, meetings of information HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 
which are of great importance to the leaguer, and, of 
1 se, ‘having fun together. I feel that these five topics 
y explain the purpose of the Luther League: 


iF, mes 
ts i 1. To establish our Leaguers firmly on Luther’s triple 

ae 2 fo undation: “The Word alone, Grace alone, Faith 
—and prepare them to take full responsibil- 
ities of membership in our Lutheran Church. . 


_ 2. To help young people to make it the business of 
their lives to live for Christ and to win others for 
be His, kingdom. 


: ST 

3. To promote the study of the Word of God and of ART Now 
tee the history, confessions, missions, and activities of TO MAKE PLANS FOR Ae L/ 
_ the Lutheran Church. FROM YOUR LEAGUE TO A 


“* LAST CONVENTION. (OF 
‘a 4. To arrange a program whereby young people can LEAGUE OF VUELC. 


be put to work for Christ. 


& JF ae Se 


8. ‘To hold and win young people for Christ by. pro- 
o im viding wholesome recreation and Christian fellow- 


_ WATCH "as 


si The St. Andrew Luther League includes four: ‘groups. 
‘The se are Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each A Ree 
‘month the duties of each group charges. The group A, poem as 
that has programs for the month arranges devotions and : Ty) 2S aa 


1e quicker you make up your mind to react to 
play, the better ball player you are. 


1e gridiron, but at home. It was the decision 
of 1954 to accept Jesus Christ as my Coach, 
on the football field, but for life. 

what most people consider a “good” boy. I 
church, didn’t hang around with any of the 
ags at home, refrained from smoking and drink- 
t there was something missing in my life. You 
y a game of football without the ball: You can’t 
istian without Christ. As the Bible tells us in 
“As many as received him (Jesus Christ), 
a gave he the power to become the sons of God, 
o them that believe on his name.” 

e I am a football player, I like to term decisions 
3 ust be made in every-day life in the language 
sport. There are four plays which are very im- 
at in football and in the Christian life. 
HUDDLE: This can be compared with the 
that friends and I have with the Lord in pray- 
more time spent with God in prayer, the strong- 
becomes in the Lord. 

ING THE PLAYS: Just as a football player 
10w his plays to be proficient, so a Christian 
Badow what is expected of him after he has ac- 
‘hrist as his Saviour. The only way is through 
g and studying God’s book of instructions to us, 


native land. 


p Lajos Ordass, deposed leader 
The NLC’s 


ungarian Lutheran Church, is 


iv. coed 5 Se 5 i Sate = AS ee ; £ wa : mie * 
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His Biggest Decision 


By Don Shinnick, football star at UCLA, California 


14:6) 


refugee who is now in England and is 
active in sending relief packages to his 


information disclosed 


portunity which arises to tell others about Christ and 
what He means to us. 

THE SNAP OF THE BALL: When the ball is snap-— 
ped, everything comes to life. Both sides are alert. So, 
as Christians, even though witnessing for Christ is great 
more important than that is living the life. If a football 
player boasted before the game about how great he was, 
but did nothing on the field, he would be useless to the 
team. So, as Christians, unless our testimony is backed  _ 
up with consistent Christian behavior and ethics, we 
are dishonoring our great Coach, Jesus Christ. ae 

There are times when living the Christian life has 
been more difficult than the hardest tackle that has 
ever been made on me, but it is a wonderful and thrill. 
ing experience to be able to put my trust and confidence ‘ 
in Christ. 

Who is your coach? You are either on the winning | 
team with Christ, or on the losing team with Satan. 

Why not put your full trust in Jesus Christ, and sur- 
render your life to Him. You will never be sorry. 
would not know what to do without His love, guidanc 

and fellowship. You can have the same assurance 0: 
sins forgiven and eternal life by following the instruc 
tions found in these verses of Scripture: 

“Jesus saith ...I am the way, the truth, and ane life 
no man Cometh: unto the Father, but by me.” co 


“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Je esus. 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raise 
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” (Romans 10:9 

“He that believeth on him (Jesus Christ) is not con: 
demned.” (John 3:18) 


__(Taken from A Mighty Fortress 


still great,” the letter went on, “an 
great also the fear of what migh 
happen. But until now we know only ~ 
of two pastors imprisoned. On the © 


lop Ordass since he was 
last June as head of the 


that Bishop Ordass suffered a heart 
attack, his second, shortly before his 
forced retirement, but that he “re- 
covered quite soon” and presumably is 
now in fair health. 

“Thank God, he kept his peace of 
mind and we could arrange for him a 
quiet rest at a heart healing place on 
the Balaton for three weeks under 
loving medical care,” said the letter 
received by the NLC. The Balaton in 
western Hungary is the largest lake 
in central Europe. 

“The tension in our home church is 


other hand, many were retired on 
pension.” 
This, it added, poses the “insolubl 
problem” of finding new quarters afte 
“evacuation of the parish home, and 
great hardship to exist pee the very © 
little granted as pension.” aa 
The Hungarian refugee said that 
clothing from Lutheran World Relief. Re 
~was being used to provide “all the — E 
needy or persecuted pastor families 
and all the needy brethren of which ~ 
we know” with gift parcels before 
Christmas. ney 


- pa ne » gle Wal vy Pn ea pa Oe oe re 3 m oe. a eee 


ep 


Dae, ‘ ~ ee ees i e a" Bo fi ae es , : 
THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN = 
~ . \# : 7" "i 2 Z : 
i x ‘ at: AD SISO Pee 
an ee ee = ~ ae 


BY THE FIRESIDE nae 
mee eee 


ING ily in spite of the indifference and 
Beet wae opposition of the father. Many appliances, making the wor 
Thou art coming, O my Saviour aii hut -do we. idkesthetesthas 
_ Thou art coming, O my King, effort to benefit the work 
In Thy beauty all resplendent; A father at the trial “of an seveh- Lord? If asked to give a helpin 
In Thy glory all transcendent; teen-year-old son said, “I didn’t go te in some way for the church, we 
Well may we rejoice and sing. church very much; my mother did, ly have the excuse, “We are 100 
_ Coming! in the opening east though.” The magistrate advised the ; itis 
Herald brightness slowly swells; father to take his boy to church with One evening as I sat in - 
Coming! O my glorious Priest, him and said, “The basic reason for apartment, I was thanking : 
Hear we not Thy golden bells? juvenile problems today is that the the many wonderful blessings | 
i? boy or girl involved in almost every bestowed on me. Then my the 
. Thou art coming, Thou art coming; case in our courts has dropped away and prayers went out to the 2 

We shall meet Thee on Thy way, from religion. Too many fathers leave aries scattered around the 
We shall see Thee, we shall know Thee, it to the mothers to go to church and Thinking of the sacrifices they 
: We shall bless Thee, we shall show provide the religious training. This made, I was sure that most of 1 
‘Thee has a_ psychological effect on boys would be pleased to have only 
All our hearts could never say. that religion is for the weak and not of my conveniences. se ! 
hat an anthem that will be, for the strong.” 
Ringing out our love to Thee, 
ing out our rapture sweet 
At Thine own all-glorious feet! 


As one missionary family wa: 

Job was a good father. He had through a very beautiful new 
seven sons and three daughters. When building, they became more 
they had their time of feasting, “Job they went from room to room. WwW 
a. —Frances Ridley Havergal sent and sanctified them, and rose up the tour had been completed, the 
a early in the morning, and offered sionary’s wife broke down anc 


is burnt offerings according to the num- Silence prevailed for several m¢ 

_ WE BRING OUR EMPTY CUP ber of them all: for Job said, It may © when the escort asked why sh 

Pa - be that my sons have sinned, and she replied, “I was thinking 
RS Se char cursed God in their hearts. Thus did money spent here for the | 


bring our empty cup, Job continually” (Job 1:5). Too many things. I was wondering if 
ee lade from the common clay, fathers think they have done their in the center of it all, while 

If thou, Lord, fill it up, part when they provide for the ma- aries must plead and pray for 
ith thy new wine today, terial needs of their children. That’s articles, as bandages, and small 
eforth a chalice it shall be, ~ the smaller part. Job as the priest o£ — ment necessary to carry on thei: 


“ 


ever consecrate to thee. the home bore his children before God Is this a missionary-minded c 
ae. in prayer. He was concerned that they ‘ 
We bring our common brier, live right in the sight of God. That Let us humble ourselves 
Graft it with thy red rose, | was one reason why he could main- homes and churches. Let u 
: bloom an altar fire, tain his composure so well in the day ourselves to further the gosp' el. 
Fl me, sacrificial, glows, when tragedy struck and his children ; 
ts fragrant loveliness shall be died in the wreckage of the oldest 
yer consecrate to thee. boy’s home. Job was stricken with , f a. 
eee ; grief, but he worshiped God and said, “I thought you were wo 
bring our common pen; “Naked came I out of my mother’s Jay Krank’s new house,” said | 
ite with our human hand, womb, and naked shall I return thith- painter’s friend. ; 
Word of truth for men, er: the Lord gave, and the Lord tak- ‘TI was going to,” replied th 
e grace Thy love has planned: eth away; blessed be the name of the painter, “but I had a qu 
aall the book, when finished, be Lord.” him, and he said he'll put th 
a peer ae Re Do you as fathers love God with Teast he do it?” A 
ie ee , all your heart? If you do, then you nd di e do i aang 
Cane eS ee will not fail your children, You will ,, ,, Yes that is where he put 
eee. ‘coura ge, Lord, we» pray, set the example of one who has con- 
a ‘Thy presence, Lord, we ask: fessed his sins and believed on the 
So shall the days transmuted be, Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. ey 
To lives full consecrate to thee. ; - WASTE 
—Gospel Herald SELF-DENIAL By Marjorie Lindsey 
No doubt a nervous spe 
_ ARE FATHERS FAILING BEIM 5 Gene Drips SHORE ao 
Pe; Do we Christians really deny our- That grows into a fretful 
By K. Barclay Warren selves anything for the scents cause.’ Mom baste, g 


invited the family who had just °f Christianity? ; <— 
ved to the community to Sunday - Our tables are loaded with good — Whoever dashes yon 
ol and church. The father said, things to eat. Without God’s loving May sage ba bes oe 
e and children may go if they kindness the earth could not produce ry aici 
, but you won’t see me there. these things. We take them without i SSG enh Shy kina 1 7 
Re eligion’s not for me.” Some mothers much thought of where they came hye crests 
Ty on the religious life in the fam- from. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SYRUP 
mtinued from page 1) 

_ Let Them Eat Steak 

sse tasks are so involved that 
all have to depend much more 
yheologians in our curricular ma- 
Is than we have in the past. The 
‘Presbyterian Sunday school cur- 


m has textbooks written by Paul | 


sar, James D. Smart, and Alan 
ardson. (These men are to theol- 
‘what Ted Williams, Mickey 
e, and Casey Stengel are to 
1!) Materials from the pens 
1 men, carefully adjusted to age 
ps by educators, do not offer pab- 
where steak is in order. 
- do we fare in this area? Some 
>gations, under the guidance of 
cerned shepherd, have made he- 
efforts to offer more than “Sun- 
school syrup” in their educational 
cies. Others always avoid materi- 
aat are difficult. I wish that 
yone of our members, and espe- 
our teachers, could study a re- 
rtoon which depicted two boys 
ng a complicated missile. In the 
round a school bell rang, while 
ad said to the other, “Let’s go 
nd play with our blocks again.” 
ere is a certain “hardness” to 
Christian faith which it is easy to 
der, even when public educa- 
determined to put on a “crash” 
am. Editors of church school 
ature and parish education leaders 
to be encouraged to produce 


1 stature and which challenge us 


1e limit. Really, this makes Chris- 
education a decision of faith and 
the neglect of learning becomes 


unbelief. 


Its Not Only for Children 

- don’t we read the Bible more? 
h I knew the answer, for the 
tion is a haunting one. I have 
suspicion that there are three 
ns: (1) Because we were taught 
: portions of the Bible before we 
grasp them. That created a 
logical block ever after and we 
assumed that we never could 
tand them. (2) Another is that 
eldom learn to face it realistically, 
—f we had to protect the Bible 
igh our interpretation. And so it 
‘does not speak to me. And if 
: not speak to me, then it is 


y Bible. After fifteen years in 
ay school we still find ourselves 
le to read the Bible with compre- 
ion because we have not learned 
- it speak for itself and say what 
In fact, it is a rather dry book 
e we may have learned it 
people who moralize, who 
Bible tells us to be good 


ing on God’s earth is duller 
ing; it’s like putting blot- 


lar materials which have theo- 


ee ae 


ting paper in your mouth. Such 
teaching isn’t really relevant either, 
for it answers all the questions that 
nobody asks and fails to answer those 
questions which bother people. (3) 
We American Protestants have come 
to believe that God is revealed every- 
where—in nature, through our. con- 
science, through good people. But 
saving knowledge comes only through 
His revelation. The Bible is absolute- 
ly unique, and what it offers cannot 
be found elsewhere. But once I have 
found God in Christ, then everything 
in the world speaks to me about Him. 

Hence, if I may predict, my predic- 
tion is that in the near future we shall 
see an exciting resurgence of interest 
in adult education. Boards of Parish 
Education will furnish materials that 
require concentration and growth. It 
may be that a number of courses will 
be published and so graded that an 
adult in our congregation could not 
take Course Five without first tak- 
ing Courses One to Four. I am not 
suggesting that we publish materials 
only for giraffes. But it is incumbent 
upon us to have a level of aspiration 
so high that no adult can ever say, 
“T am beyond this.” 

When twenty million American a- 
dults enroll voluntarily in adult classes 
often to study Plato and Aristotle, 
we ought to be done with a juvenile, 
purposeless approach in our adult 
work. Stalin went to Sunday school 
in his youth and later maintained that 
religion was for children. John Dewey 
grew up in church, even taught Sun- 
day school, only to reject it all and 
say that Christianity belongs to the 
infancy of human growth. 

Our congregations will begin to re- 
alize that it is much better to have 200 
children (best, of course, to have all), 
for, if we have the adults, we have 
the children also. How much respon- 
sibility this places upon the home need 
not be spelled out here; in fact, I 
shudder somewhat at repeating lovely 
cliches about the Christian home and 
then falling into the error depicted 
by Seward Hiltner: “Like the man 
who believes he has covered the sub- 
ject of sin by being against it, we 
tend to think we have covered the 
family by being for it.” If Christian 
education is limited to one hour on 
Sunday, then we are licked for sure. 
(We ought to be grateful that we 
have at least a beginning toward hav- 
ing materials available for perents’ 
classes and for the home.) If only 
we would take a peek at history to 
learn that civilizations rise and fall 
to the degree in which the sanctity 
of the home is realized. 


Church History’s a Must 
At the beginning I mentioned 
Horace Bushnell and Jonathan Ed- 


(Continued on page 15) 
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e Makes Scripture Clearer and 
Dearer than ever before! 


VOLUME 14: 
Selected Psalms II 


Luther's interpretation of Psalms 117, 
118, (Luther's favorite) and 147 makes 
splendid devotional reading. You'll re- 
joice in and draw strength from these 
beloved portions of Old Testament 
Scripture. 


Off Press— November 15 


VOLUME 32: 
Career of the Reformer II| 


Attacked for the views he expressed in 
his Ninety-Five Theses, pressed at the 
Diet of Worms to recant, opposed by 
learned men at universities, Luther 
declared his loyalty to the Word of God. | 
Shows Luther's spirited defense of his | 
position in the face of mounting danger 
and opposition. 


Off Press— October 31 $5.00 
PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED 


: Selected Psalms I — $5.00 
VOL. 13: Selected Psalms II — $5.00 
VOL. 21: Sermon on the Mount and 
the Magnificat—$4.50 
VOL. 22: Sermons on the Gospel of 
St. John (Chaps. 1-4)—$6.00 
VOL. 31: Career of the Reformer I— 
$5.00 eos 
VOL. 1: Lectures on Genesis 
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VOL. 40: Church and Ministry II— ‘ 
: $5.00 
FREE PROSPECTUS 
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tremendous scope, purpose and content, 
personal benefits, convenient Volume- | ; 
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scription Savings Plan, Publication| 
schedule, editors, sample page. 
Co-published by 

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


and MUHLENBERG PRESS 


ee ee ee ee 


$5.00 


Please send me complete information on} 
Luther’s Works as contained in your free new 


PROSPECTUS. 
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with thanks. Blair, Nebraska, October 4, 1958. 
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“hg NEWS AND NOTES lage, Hastings, Nebraska, te they 
_ (Continued from page 2) will make their home. This Retire-_ 
tablishing of the Brush Lake Bible ment Village is made up of 300 apart- “s 

He and Mrs. Hansen have left ments for couples, accommodations for | 
628 Lane B, Good Samaritan Vil- individuals, and an invalid hospital. 


STRICT CONVENTION 


he Atlantic District as an 


vork and as a token of the 
rd in which they have al- 
een held by the members of 
lantic District. _ 
one having attended the sessions 
beautiful church at the corner 
ue Road and Lawrence avenue 
urn from them without hav- 
en confronted with the great 
on given by our Lord on 
t of Ascension. “Go ye there- 
1d make disciples of all nations 
Underscored in the minds of 
is the fact that only as the 
s faithful to the means which 
ord Himself has entrusted to 
urch, the Word and Sacraments, 
t be able to accomplish the task 
fore it both with respect to 
outside the Church and also 


They have much to tell us 
ming current evangelistic cam- 
s. To ignore them and many 
is to ignore the Holy Spirit’s 
of the last nineteen centuries. 
divorce the Bible from church 
the Scriptures are no longer 
1ensible. Beginnings have been 
n this area (cf. the ELC’s ex- 
March of Faith or its Studies 
tory), but we shall have to take 
sriously our history. I love my 
‘because I know what she has 
r me, and I love my Church 
now her glorious history. How 
one, for instance, understand 
ation by faith without some 
ledge of the Reformation? If 
spend many hours studying 
history in the seminary, then 
t+ our ministers in the universal 
.e., our laymen? 

anything new, there will be 
1s (although many of our 
as already offer a brief his- 
of the Church). Some will say: 
not realy teaching the Bible. 


«LOANS 
RANCE — REAL ESTATE 


- Blair, Nebraska 
syer_ P. V. Hansen 


of thanks to them for their » 


- know it either.” 


But church history is the work of the 
Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is God. 
A Church which does not know its 
history is like a man who has lost 
his memory. Without this historical 
connection Bible stories become fairy 
tales. 

Others may ask: 
church history? 


“Who can teach 
Our teachers don’t 
But our teachers can 
read, and most of them are willing 
to learn. Their teaching of any por- 
tion of Scripture will be more authen- 
tic and relevant if they have learn- 
ed to know the bright and the dark 
pages of church history. Whence 
come all these “nice” people who live 
within the shadow of our churches 
but who have decided not to come 
because the churches are so human? 
In all of history, even New Testament 
history, there has never been a per- 
fect Church, for the Church is on a 


pilgrimage from Calvary to the con- 


summation. 

A study of church history would 
also include a careful scrutiny of our 
Confessions. When every adult pledges 
allegiance to the Augsburg Confession 
by joining a Lutheran parish, he 
should certainly be informed as to the 
contents of that Confession. The hap- 
piest experience I’ve ever had with 
an adult class was when the group 
decided to study the Augsburg Con- 
fession and attendance vaulted from 
30 to 120. 

To Say What Must Be Said 

Such a study would also help us re- 
cover the meaning of witness, that 
is, to say with simplicity and convic- 
tion what has to be said. If this is 
limited to the ordained minister, we 


by Eric 
Wahlstrom 
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we all face. $2.50 
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Eucharist and Sacrifice — 
By Gustaf Aulen : 
A timely book because of the growing interest in 
Translated the place of the eucharist in the ee of the 
church. Restores the balance between Christ’s 
sacrifice on the Cross and the Resurrection; between 
the forgiveness of sins and life eternal; between the __ 
individual and the communion of saints. $3.50 


peers Urban Church Planning 
By Walter Kloetzli and Arthur Hillman 


. Summarizes the recent significant developments in the growth of 
, Cities and their emerging urban way of life. Points out the impact _ 
@2<. the church should have in this situation. $2.50 


; %, Think About These Things 


Sermons by Robert D. Hershey 


Twenty-three sermons with absorbing themes and challenging — “oa 
techniques—all with a solution reached by the reality that God ‘ 
does cate, Each sermon is a unit in itself on everyday problems 


Have A Good Day 
By John W. Rilling 


Twenty-three outstanding sermons by a prominent Lutheran 


cletgyman—some general, some for special days. 192 pages. 


Paperbound. $2.75 
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have completely blurred the pages of 
Scripture. It is the layman who is in 
the front line trenches. 
What impact is our witness making? 
Out of 45 million in England, six mil- 
lion go to church. What has been — 
our influence on the political life of 
our nation or on labor unions If an 
atheist or agnostic walked into a con- 
gregational meeting, who would an- 
swer him? Some of this neglect to 
continue-in our Christian growth is 
due to our Confirmation complex, as- 
suming that we are through studying 
the Word because we are confirmed, 
making Confirmation a terminal when 
it ought to be a gateway. Then we 
really believe in salvation through ~ 
good works, for then we think we 
are saved because we know the right — 
doctrines. Not until I witness do I — 
permit Jesus Christ to be Lord of 
my life. 
From Rebel to Rebel 
Rebels we all are by nature, rotten 
rascals who hate God, sheep who have 
lost their way. To bring us back to 
God requires more than educatio 
that requires a conversion which o 
God can effect. But when His lov 
overpowers men and I am turne 
about, do I become a docile observe 
on the sidelines? I become a reb 
again, a rebel for God, one who fo 
lows Him who came to bring fire on 
the earth. I become a witness who, 
like the prophets of old,-may have to 
suffer for his faith. In this warfa 
Christian education is indispensable. 
Pastor Streng is a professor at Wart- 
burg Theological Seminary (ALC 
Dubuque, Iowa. His article is r 
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